'THE HIGHEST AND SUPREME COURT'

highness and the said French King bear unto him, is only he that,
called to the said dignity papal, may, can, and will meet with the
inordinate ambition of the said Emperor. And consequently
with establishment of tranquillity among Christian princes, is,
by the assistance of his friends, meet, convenient and able to
succour, relieve, and clearly to repair the piteous jacture and
decay that the Church and See Apostolic hath so long suffered
and taken, and to defend the same from the imminent dangers
now apparent to ensue thereunto if the said Emperor (who, as
the King's Highness is credibly ascertained) determined in the
beginning of January now past to take his journey towards Rome
should, upon this vacation of the said See, chanced as it is upon
many evident presumptions to be thought by some detestable act
committed for the said late Pope's destruction, now by force,
violence, cautele, blandishing promises, or otherwise, have the
election to proceed at his will, favour and devotion. Whereby,
having a Pope at his arbitre, either he should not fail to usurp
and take from him the right provinces and patrimony of the
Church, using him as his chaplain and vassal, as well by little
and little utterly to exclude and extinct him and his authority.

For this cause, if ever it were expedient that good Christian
princes should look to the tuition, maintenance, defence and con-
tinuance of Christ's church, faith and religion, now is it the time
above all other to provide and beware by all ways possible, lest the
same, neglected, forgotten and not in time relieved, be brought
unto extreme ruin. And therefore the King's highness, having
singular and special trust and confidence, in the wisdoms, dis-
cretions, fidelities, diligence and circumspections of his said
orators, to whom no part of the premises is unknown, ne how
necessary and in any wise expedient it shall be for prosecution of
the King's said good and weighty matter to them committed to
have the said Lord Legate of York and none other advanced to the
said dignity papal, willeth, desireth, ordaineth and expressly
chargeth and commandeth his said orators and every of them no
less to employ, endeavour and determine themselves to solicit, set
forth, further, procure, labour and conduct the advancement of
the said Lord Legate of York to that dignity, than they would that
thing which the King's Highness most highly, next God and his
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